When choosing a diamond, there are five important factors to consider: clarity, cut, colour,
carat and shape. Our diamond education center has prepared a step-by-step guide to help you
make the right decision.

SHAPE
Choosing a diamond shape based on your
personal style is a solid foundation to start
with. As we will explain below, a diamond’s
shape is not to be confused with its cut.

CUT
Each diamond is cut to determine its individual brilliance and sparkle. The stone’s original
shape, natural colouration, inclusions and
flaws are studied, mapped out and then cut in
a way that maximizes size, shape and clarity.
For optimal light reflection, you’ll want a cut
that is neither too shallow nor too deep.

COLOR
Diamonds are graded based on the amount of
color they possess, with the scale measuring
from D (colorless) to Z (light yellow). An
absolutely colorless diamond is extremely rare
and therefore valuable.
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CLARITY
Just like each of us, a diamond is distinguished by its natural, unique characteristics. Known as as a diamond's
clarity, these characteristics can be present on the surface (blemishes) or within the stone (inclusions). Clarity
is measured by a scale that goes from F1 (flawless) to I3 (inclusions visible to the naked eye). A flawless
diamond is truly rare. Sample measurements are available below.

FL Diamonds
Flawless, no internal or external flaws.
IF Diamonds
Internally flawless, may contain external flaws.
VVS1, VVS2 Diamonds
Very, very slightly included. Inclusions are difficult to
see under 10x magnification.

VS1, VS2 Diamonds
Very slightly included. Inclusions are visible under 10x
magnification to a skilled grader.
SI1, SI2 Diamonds
Slightly included. Inclusions are visible under 10x
magnification and may be visible to the naked eye.
I1, I2, I3
Included. Inclusions are visible to the naked eye.

CARAT WEIGHT
Carats are the units of measurement that
determine a diamond’s weight. A carat is
equivalent to .2 grams or .007 of an ounce,
and can be further divided using points.
For example, there are 100 points in one
carat, so a ¼ (.25) carat stone can also be
expressed as 25 points. Please note that
just because one diamond may be twice
the carat weight of another, this does not
mean it’s twice the size.
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